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rather pretty than beautiful, because the details have no cumu-
lative power".1 Further, the theme is perhaps, too primitive
for the mind of the poet, who not being content with its
simplicity has covered it with incongruous ornaments like
Crashaw and has rather obscured than illustrated his theme,
with his rhetoric. But the reviewer says in conclusion : "In fact,
the poem seems a game, not only of language but of thought;
and at the end we merely admire the skill with wMch it has
been played."2

iL    The Innocents

If 'spiritual turbulence* is the theme of the first idyl, a
study of the moment of a desperate and intense feeling of
sorrow of a mother at the slaughter of her child, is the theme
of the next idyl, "The Innocents", We know "Herod, when he
saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth,
and sent forth, and slew all the children that were In Bethlehem,
and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under,
according to the time which he had diligently enquired of the
wise men".8 A widow after a long day of her toil returns home
musing over the love of her dead husband and living son. With
a smile she looks at the stars in the bright endless heaven, and
is at once reminded of her lover. Then she bursts out in
intense feeling of pathos :

"You cannot look me down ! Here on the earth

K

Stumbling and tired and unnoticeable

I go ; and you are bright and endless heaven.

Yet I can live as measureless as you,

O darkness, in the sorrow of my love.*5 *

But she quickly remembers that her son is the bright star of
her life and her joy in her boy is as delightful as the starlight:

"My life is like the clustering of starlight

In silver dances of its fiery glee :

I  The Times Literary Supplement, p. 332, Sep. 14, 1911,
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